Background: There is limited information about factors UK horseowners consider important when choosing veterinary care.
Objectives: To investigate UK horse-owner opinions about choice of veterinary practice and attributes they seek in a vet.
Study design: Online survey of UK horse-owners.
Methods: An online questionnaire was promoted via social media/ internet forums in March 2017.
Results: Questionnaires were completed by 704 respondents. Most (78.0%) had their horse(s) registered with one practice, 20% were registered with two and 2% were registered with three or more practices. Essential factors when choosing a practice were: reputation of the whole practice (38%), reputation of a specific vet (25%) and having specific equipment (18%). Factors considered 'not important' were the practice used by the yard (72%) and charges being less than other practices (52%). Essential qualities owners expected from a vet were asking their opinion when making decisions about treating their horse (44%) and a nice personality was considered very important by 38%. Having additional qualifications was 'somewhat important' (53%) and particular areas of expertise by 44%. Owners rated it 'not important' that the vet was male or female (97%), that they owned their own horse (69%) and that they competed on horses (88%). When asked about new graduates (<1 year qualified) treating their horse in an emergency situation, 61% had some concerns, 17% had no concerns, 17% had major concerns and 5% would not let them treat their horse. When asked about risk of injury when vets treated horses, 41% of respondents considered vets to be at 'some risk', 38% 'high risk', 18% 'possibly at risk' and 1% considered there to be no risk of injury.
Main limitations: Potential bias towards respondents who utilise the internet and social media.
Conclusions: A variety of factors are considered important, particularly reputation and interpersonal skills. Objectives: To describe the prevalence and types of disorders presented to UK first-opinion equine vets.
Study design: Cross-sectional.
Methods: Anonymised EHRs from five UK equine practices were collected via a bespoke data-capture system and stored in a secure central database. Records from a random sample of all horses attended between 14 October 2016 and 13 October 2017 were reviewed in detail. Information on presenting complaint and diagnosis was extracted and 18 broad disorder groups created. Records pertaining to racing Thoroughbreds, external referrals or lacking sufficient detail to categorise were excluded. Disorder group prevalence and prevalence estimates and 95% confidence intervals (CI) for common specific diagnoses were calculated.
Results: Over the study period, 29,229 horses were attended. Within the random sample of 3025 horses, 1527 (50.5%) presented with at least one disorder. The total number of disorder events was 3071. The most prevalent disorder groups related to the limb (n = 811, 26.8%), integument (n = 583, 19.3%) and gastrointestinal system (n = 237, 7.8%). Foot abscess was the most common diagnosis in the limb disorder group (n = 77, 2.6%, 95% CI: 2.1-3.2%) although a specific diagnosis was not recorded for 425 (52.4%) limb events. Wounds (n = 183, 6.0%, 95% CI: 5.3-7.0%) and pituitary pars intermedia dysfunction (n = 100, 3.3%, 95% CI: 2.7-4.0%) were the most prevalent specific diagnoses overall.
Main limitations: Diagnosis was as recorded within the EHR and may be presumptive.
Conclusions: This study highlights the importance of limb disorders, which account for over a quarter of disorders seen. Veterinary EHRs can be used to generate robust measures of disease frequency. Background: Provision of out-of-hours care is an obligatory service of the veterinary profession. There are limited data on the incidence and outcome of critical cases seen out-of-hours in primary equine practice.
Objectives: To describe the signalment, presenting conditions and outcomes of critical cases seen out-of-hours.
Study design: Retrospective case series.
Methods: Clinical records of the primary assessment of critical cases presenting out-of-hours between 2011 and 2013 at two equine veterinary practices were reviewed. Critical cases were defined as animals that required intensive treatment (hospitalised for medical or surgical treatment), were euthanased or died. Univariable logistic regression was used to determine which aspects of signalment and
